
 

 

Somerville Youth Soccer League 

June 2013 Board Meeting -- Minutes 

 

We met at 7:30 at the Armory.  Vice President Jeff McMahon chaired.  In attendance were 

Brendan, Joe M.,  Barry L., Craig S., Scott B., Rebecca, Barry R., Lucas F. and Frank F. 

The board members introduced themselves, including the new members elected at the May 

General Meeting. 

1) Concussions 

Jeff introduced Michelle Kelly, athletic trainer for the Somerville Public Schools, to present on 

the concussion problem. 

Jeff said it’s important to address this issue.   We tried to finalize a policy but did not get there 

last year. 

Michelle said I’ve been working on this in Somerville a few years.  There was a worldwide shift 

in thinking on concussions after a 2008 conference in Zurich – it as a big year of change as a 

result of that conference.  New state laws followed.   Massachusetts revised its policies.  

Michelle described her progression dealing with the issue throughout the high school and 

throughout the district – not just in sports.   

Scott: I saw situations where the referee definitely di d not handle it right.  Michelle: that is too 

common. 

Barry asked about liability.  Jeff said let’s hear the presentation and then we’ll talk about where 

we want to go next – the CDC policy, a subcommittee, what our policies ought to be given the 

science. 

Michelle described the mechanics of concussion – the Jello model of the brain.  The big trouble 

with concussions is what happens when in essence there’s a loss of signal in the brain as a 

result of a blow, and it’s doesn’t have to be to the head.  It’s not mechanical.  It’s about the 

signal. Eighty percent of the time you don’t realize a kid has an issue.  Athletes aren’t honest.  

They will tell you they’re okay to get back on the field.  So you do some Word memory and 

concentration skills and use your judgement. If you think the kid might not be right, keep him out 

– that’s the best path.   The “extended hangover” of a concussion can be very dangerous.  

Having guidelines and a clear policy in place is what’s important.   We have to be concerned 

about the relationship between the high school and the youth sports leagues.  And we should 

make parents far more educated, and coaches too. 

Barry R. asked about communication between schools and the league on concussions.  Barry L. 

said parents do sign a release to the effect that they are subjecting their children to this risk and 

understand it. 



Barry L. said MYSL has a very clear policy and explication of this policy. 

Jeff said I am sure we will form a committee about this, and we will be glad to have Michelle 

back – and she should be at our coaches’ meeting.   

Michelle said the necessary post-concussion care and decision making are ultimately up to the 

parents to manage. 

Jeff moved the creation of a committee to form a concussion policy.  Members expressed their 

concerns about how the need for a policy and how the committee should proceed, and after that 

discussion the motion form the committee was approved. 

2) Mayor’s Meeting/Fields 

Lucas summarized his, Todd’s and Pavlo’s meeting with the mayor on June 4.  We did make 

good progress.  Space for boys is problematic for this coming year.  Lights would help 

significantly.  

Members discussed the specifics of the fields/lights difficulties. 

Lucas also said the meeting after the meeting with Arn Franzen went well, spontaneous as it 

was.   

Barry L: We as a community are going to have to ramp up our game from an activism point of 

view – we have to advocate for soccer.  We have to get kids to those meetings. 

3) Player Evaluations & Field Evaluation.   

Paul Clarke is not in attendance.  The week of June 17th will be the evaluations. 

Concerns were expressed from several parents regarding the late scheduling (8pm) of the 

evaluations. 

 

4) Treasurer’s Report 

Checking account end of May $66K.  Not cleared through bank is approx $2600 payable to City 

for payments of park permits.  LF questioned the utilization of gymnasium rentals over the 

winter, and Scott has records which indicate they were highly used.  7 of 8 sessions were used 

by primarily girls teams. 

 

-  Pending expenses:    Medals     ~$1300 (did anyone order them?)  

    Referees: ~$3000 

-  Still no movement in the process of filing Form 1023 for the 501(c)3 status.   

-  No movement in tax payment. 

-  Questions arose whether or not Counsel has filed the Amended Article of Incorporation after 

being ratified at Annual Meeting. 

 

5) Registrars Report 

Pavlos was not in attendance.  He submitted a report via email.  Discussed below: 

 



SCOTT: “whoever sends out messages to the community urging registrations and reminding of 

deadlines NEEDS TO PROVIDE THE LINK TO SPORTSMANAGER for quick action.” 

 

REGISTRATION STATUS AS OF TODAY 

       

LEAGUE 

SPRING 

2012 FALL 2012 

SPRING 

2013 

FALL 2013 

(6/5/2013) % from SPRING 2013 

PROPOSED/P

REDICTED 

MAX 

Toddler   60 73 122 100

U5 77 78 90 25 28 100

U6 92 70 86 31 36 100

BU7 89 62 56 25 45 60

GU8  61 58 15 26 50

BU8 83 65 65 14 22 50

BU10 102 104 92 20 22 80

GU10 47 48 48 13 27 45

BU12 81 89 91 18 20 85

GU12 31 34 41 7 17 40

BU14 55 75 65 16 25 70

GU14 33 31 35 4 11 25

GU16 24 20 

GU18 11 16 

BU16  1 

  

  

Totals 

(<=U14) 690 717 727 261

805

 

 

CORI: 

A long standing member volunteer of SYSL who has cleared CORI in the past, did not clear this 

year for an incident in his past from ~20 years ago.  It had no connection with any sexually 

related incident, but MYSL / MYS did not permit it to go forward.  The onus is on the member to 

appeal the decision.  The board is supportive and appreciative of his extensive involvement and 

hopes he will appeal the decision.  However, at this time, he is no longer permitted to be 

involved with the league. 

 

SYSL COACH SUSPENDED: 

Last week an SYSL coach was suspended for 2 games, for being ejected from their game.  A 

report was submitted to MYSL, who handed down the suspension.  It was an incident between 

the coach and the referee.  Paul Clarke has spoken with the offending coach and he knows at 

this late point in the season, he is done for the season.  His assistant will have to take over to 

close out the season. 



 

On a related topic, but a seperate subject... 

The Everett program has drafted an amendment for consideration to the MYSL bylaws, which 

they are advocating be adopted by MYSL.  The amendment is a “Zero Tolerance Policy” for 

Coaches and Spectators exibiting “poor sportsmanship.”  The suggested amendment is pasted 

below.  The amendment concept is generally applauded by the BOD, however certain aspects 

such as the use of “sarcasm” need to be addressed further. 

 

Current Rule 
21. Coach and Fan Conduct  
a) Coaches and assistant coaches must set a proper example for their team by conducting 
themselves properly, supporting the referees and assisting in maintaining order before, during 
and after the game. They are responsible for their fans who shall not be permitted to disrupt the 
game or direct verbal or physical abuse to players and/or referees.  
b) Failure to comply with this Rule may result in a suspension for the individual, loss of home 
games for the team, or other penalties as determined by the Board of Directors.  
 
Proposed Rule 
21. Coach and Fan Conduct (Zero Tolerance Policy) 
a) It is the responsibility of ALL coaches to maintain the highest standards of conduct for 
themselves, their players and supporters in all matches. Abusive and obscene language, violent 
play, violent conduct, fighting, sarcasm, harassment, intimidation and other behavior detrimental 
to the game will not be tolerated.  A coach’s responsibility for referee support and spectator 
control includes the times prior to, during and after the game at the field and surrounding areas.  
Failure to do so will undermine the referee's authority and has the potential of creating a hostile 
environment for players, the referee and all other participants and spectators. 
 
b) Therefore, the basic rule is that persons responsible for a team and spectators will not 
address the referee at all during the play of the game. 
Exceptions for persons responsible for a team (Coaches and Assistant Coaches) 
During the game: 

● Responding to a referee initiating communication. 

● Making Substitutions. 

● Pointing out emergencies or safety issues. 

Exceptions for Spectators: 

During the game: 
● Responding to a referee initiating communication. 

● Pointing out emergencies or safety issues. 

c) Coaches are requested to submit referee evaluations with-in 48 hours of the completion of 

the match – see rule 31. 

 
MYSL recommends that the referee deal with coach(es) infractions of this rule in the following 
manner:  
 
1st Minor Infraction Referee should ignore 

2nd Minor Infraction A verbal warning shall be given to the coach(es) (ASK) 

3rd Infraction Caution the coach(es) (TELL) 



4th Infraction Ejection of the coach(es) (DISMISS) 

1st Serious Infraction Caution or Ejection depending upon the seriousness of the infraction 

 
 
 

 

SMALL SUMMER SESSION FOR U7 and under 

Board approves motion to explore details of this idea of Registrar in which Lynn from MYS 

would provide clinics at Capuano during summer.  Board wants the program to be REVENUE 

NEUTRAL or REVENUE POSITIVE, and not cost the league financially.  So the cost of permits, 

trainers, drinks etc would need to be covered by the registration costs.  It was also noted that 

Capuano’s artificial turf in mid-summer is a very hot place. 

 

COACH EVALUATIONS 

Coaches are not producing the evaluations.  Will need much prodding.  Age coordinators will 

need to pursue and push coaches ASAP.  Deadline has passed. Mike Rooney will push it to the 

Boys coaches.  Rebecca will push it to the Girls coaches. Andrew Platt and Jeanne Wolfe 

should hit up the U8’s. 

 

SPORTSMANAGER ACCESS 

All coaches now have unique access based on their coach password. 

 

MYSL MEETING COMING NEXT WEEK 

Pavlos wants to make sure MYSL NEVER schedule games for Memorial Day Weekend.  It 

cannot be scheduled and then have the whole weekend CANCELLED with the difficulty 

Sportsmanager has in dealing with the rescheduling process.  Unfair burden to put on us. 

 

6)  Strategic and Capital Planning Subcommittee 

Deferred due to lack of time, and earlier update on meeting with Mayor. 

 

8) SYSL Subcommittee Appointments 

BOD members asked to self identify in order of preference, which of the 5 sub-committee’s they 

would have the most to offer.  BOD members chose their committees in paper survey and Jeff 

will compile after meeting adjourns. 

 

Barry Logue urged members to seek out volunteers and “your replacement” as the best way to 

grow the community of volunteers. 

 

Adjourned 10:06 PM 

 

  


