
Somerville Youth Soccer League Board of Directors 

Meeting Minutes – Jan. 9, 2013 Meeting 

We convened at 7:33 pm at the Somerville Armory.  Todd Easton chaired.  Present were Jeff, Craig, Paul, 

Pavlos, Lucas, Scott, Joe and Brendan, the Middlesex Youth Soccer League liaison. 

Andy Prosser of Mass. Premiere Soccer gave us a sales presentation on the value of his company’s 

services.  Their basic philosophy is super coach support and providing kids with a maximum of touches 

on the ball.  Medford, Andover, N. Andover, Weston and Natick are among the nearby places that use 

MPS.  They charge $65 an hour, compared to Mass. Youth Soccer’s’ $55.  Andy advocated all 4 x 4 games 

at the town level, certainly U8 and under, but there was some respectful skepticism from board 

members because of space and time factors.   Andy said he was not prepared to offer advice as to 

recruiting and developing girl players. 

President Todd E. presented.  He went over the new people on our board. Our field permits are in order; 

registration and uniform ordering are in process.  Todd and Scott said Jim Halloran will line the fields. 

Vice President Jeff M. presented.  The bylaws process has been slowed down by the holidays.   Pavlos 

asked about members at large and it was reported such a provision exists in the draft – i.e., kidless 

members would be allowed.  Jeff said the articles remaining deal with a liability and indemnification and 

we’re waiting on counsel for that language.  One more meeting of the subcommittee and the draft 

should be ready for review by the board. 

Pavlos raised the point of board members being paid for board service.   Paul said people have held SYSL 

paid positions simultaneously with board service before, but never paid for service on the board. 

Frank did not attend the meeting so there was no treasurer’s report, but sent an email reporting we 

have $45,413.23 cash and about $20,000 of that is spoken for. 

Pavlos clarified some points he has been treating at other meetings or in email.  The $11 per kid 

payment to MYSAMYSA for insurance is an annual payment.  MYSAMYSA fees are paid per team per full 

season.  He can’t locate any reference to our paying MYSAMYSA for coach development.   We owe 

MYSAMYSA $2,500 in fees.   We’ve paid MYSA half of the $4,000 we owe them.   

Scott asked for a definition of our field size to communicate to the city.  Todd said he’d address the issue 

with Marco and Mike and send their specifications to Scott. 

Scott said he’s reserved space at Foss for $100 We have not heard anything yet from Tufts about our 

desire to use some space near the baseball fields on College.  Making arrangements with Tufts for 

practice space has historically been difficult, and continues to be so.  We will continue to work with 

assistant director of athletics Tim Troval.   

There was some conversation as to the general conflict between baseball and soccer uses at places like 

the Dilboy fields.  Paul pointed out we have more kids playing soccer than play baseball and football.   

There’s a sentiment on the board to get our visibility higher and get parents communicating with city 



politicians to make them aware how much we’re doing for kids to support our needs for space.  Jeff said 

we want to make sure we’re heard clearly in the ongoing Harvard study of city recreational space needs. 

Pavlos said we need to make clear to parents and officials alike that without support for our space 

needs, we’ll have to cap registration.  Parents can impress this on politicians and officials in the city.  

Paul said we should find out the timetable for preparation and release of the report; it could help us.   

Paul said it’s cost $6,270 this winter to get indoor space for travel teams.   That led to a discussion of 

costs for renting indoor space and space at Dilboy.  Scott said it’s $100 for four hours on Saturday at 

Dilboy for practice time, $100 an hour Sundays.  Members agreed that’s a good price.  Scott will look 

into other availability.  It was pointed out that the space we reserve is not always used.  Paul suggested 

we build an “essential” budget for the practice-space needs of U10/U12 teams.  Jeff suggested we look 

into cost-sharing with adjoining communities such as Charlestown.  He will ask around. 

Next came a discussion of our referee situation.  Betty Barratta is happy to serve as ref coordinator for 

travel teams; we still need one for town teams.  Todd pointed out we have no referee pool …we need 

need to develop one at the higher skill level to feed the lower levels.  This is an area – training older kids 

to mentor the younger ones – where we could stand improvement. 

Brendon reported that MYSA fees will be going up.  They.   have been stable but to cover a budget 

shortfall are now rising. Pavlos said almost all the new higher MYSA costs are for referees.  Pavlos said at 

the recent MYSA meeting on the budget and fees, “we communicated our unhappiness.”  Our fees to 

MYSA will rise about $2,000 this year over last.  The big problem with the increase is that they didn’t 

give us enough notice.  We may ask to phase in our higher payments.   

Brendon gave a quick rundown of other items discussed at the MYSA meeting. 

Jeff said the higher costs are about three dollars a player this year – not a big concern. 

Pavlos said we have 516 registrations so far; we expected 650.   

Paul asked about financial aid and questioned whether it’s desirable or wise to impose a cutoff deadline 

on financial aid before the registration deadline. 

After discussion of the financial aid issue, the board agreed to extend the deadline for financial aid to 

Feb. 15, subject to finding a volunteer to handle the extra work engendered by the extension.   

The board adjourned to meet again at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 6 at the Armory. 

Submitted by Craig Sandler, Secretary 

Jan. 20, 2013 


